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GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


Tue following paper on the constitution and call of the Con- 
vention was read previously to the roll of delegates being laid 
before it. 

At the close of the last General Anti-Slavery Convention, held in 
London, in June, 1840, it was unanimously resolved :— 

‘+ That it be left to the discretion of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to decide, after consulting 
with the friends of the cause of abolition, the time and place of 
holding the next Convention.” 

Impressed with the conviction of the importance of this step, from 
the experience of the beneficial results of the former Convention, 
several distinguished friends of the anti-slavery cause, both in the 
United States and in England, suggested to the Committee the pro- 
priety of holding another Conference in London in the year 1842. 

After several special meetings, in which they were assisted by the 
presence of friends from the country, and by an extensive corres- 
pondence with the United States, France, and Great Britain, it 
was finally resolved that the next Convention should be holden in 
London, on the 13th of June, 1843. 

A circular invitation was forthwith transmitted ‘‘ To the Friends 
of the Anti-Slavery Cause, in various parts of the world,” from 
which the following extracts are made, to show the principles on 
which it was to be constituted, and the elements of which it was to 
be composed :— | 

**1, That, so long as slavery exists, there is no reasonable pros- 
pect of the annihilation of the slave-trade, and of extingushing 
the sale and barter of human beings ; that the extinction of slavery 
and the slave-trade will be attained most effectually by the the em- 
ployment of those means which are of a moral, religious, and pacific 
character ; and that no measures be resorted to in the prosecution 
of these objects but such as are in entire accordance with these 
principles. 

‘+2. Where societies for the abolition of slavery and the slave- 
trade, or bodies, though not bearing that name, uniting in these 
great objects exist, the Committee trust that an effort will be made 
to secure, by specific appointment, the attendance of one or more 
gentlemen, as their representatives; and express provision will be 
made for the admission of gentlemen uniting in the objects and 
principles of this Society from foreign countries, where, from any 
circumstances, such associations do not exist. 

‘* Such gentlemen are, therefore, cordially invited to meet the 
representatives of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and those of kindred institutions in Great Britain and Ireland, on 
this important occasion.” 

In accordance with the terms of this invitation 402 nominations 
have been made by various societies established in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the United States, for the universal abolition of slavery 
and the slave-trade ; and by ecclesiastical bodies, missionary societies, 
and benevolent institutions sympathizing with the great objects the 
Convention has in view. 

In placing before their assembled friends the list of the nomina- 
tions, the Committee would express their earnest hope, that the spirit 
of wisdom may preside over all their deliberations, and guide all their 
efforts; and that their united counsels, their earnest prayers, and 
their associated exertions, may be so crowned with the Divine 
blessing, as greatly to accelerate the period when the oppressions 
and degradation of slavery shall cease to the ends of the earth, and 
the benign spirit of Christianity shall link the whole human family 
in a holy brotherhood of peace and love. 

ROLL OF DELEGATES AND OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE 

CONVENTION. 
PRESIDENT. 
THOMAS CLARKSON, Esa. 
(In his absence) SAMUEL GURNEY, Esa. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

RicHaRp Peek, Esq., Kingsbridge, Devon. 

Rev. J. Jounson, A.M., Vicar of Tilshead, Wilts. 

Joun WicuaM, Esq., Edinburgh. 

Rev. Josuva Leavitt, Boston, United States. 

Davip R. Ross, Esq., M.P., Belfast. 

Joun Cropper, Esq., Liverpool. 

Rev. JoNATHAN BLANCHARD, Ohio, United States. 

SECRETARIES. 

Rev. Taomas Scares, Leeds. 

Rev. A. A. Poetps, Boston, United States. 

Joun Scosie, Esq., London. 

WitxiaM Batt, Esq., Tottenham, 

Witi1AM Morean, Esq., Birmingham. 

' FINANCE AND PRESS COMMITTEE. 

Joun Beaumont, Esq. Henry Srerry, Esq. 
Rev. James CARLILE. Witi1aM SHotrweE ty, Esq. 
JoserH Cooper, Esq. Henry Tvuckert, . 
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LIST OF DELEGATES. 


Abbott, Benjamin, Esq... Lewes, Sussex 

Abdy, E. S., Esq. ...... Bath 

Adey, Rev. Edward ..... Herts and South Beds. Baptist Association 
Aldis, Rev. John........ Southwark Ladies’ Auzili 

Alexander, Henry, Esq... Cirencester 

Alexander, G. W., Esq... Treasurer of the Brit. and For. A. S. Society 
Allbright, William, Esq., Exeter Ladies’ Auxiliary 

Allen, John, Esq........ Liskeard 

Allen, William, Esq. .. .. Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A. S. Society 
Allen, Stafford, Esq. .... Ditto 

Anderson, David, Esq. .. Exeter Ladies’ Auxiliary 

Angus, Rev. Joseph, A.M. Baptist Missionary Society 

Anstie, George W., Esq.. Devizes 

Aris, Joseph, Esq. ...... Croydon 

Arundel, Rev. John ..... London Missionary Society 

Ashby, Thomas, Esq... .. Staines 

Ashby, Frederick, Esq. .. Ditto 

Ashton, Rev. Robert .... Home Missionary Society 

Aveling, Rev. Thomas ... Stoke Newington Ladies’ Association 


Balfour, — Esq........+. New-street, Marylebone, Baptist church 
Ball, William, Esq...... Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A. S. Society 
Barnes, Rev. William.... Brompton, Middlesex 
Barrett, Richard, Esq.... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 
Barrett, Jonathan, Esq... Croydon 
Barrett, Joseph, Esq... .. Ditto 
Barrett, Henry, Esq. .... Ditto 
Bassett, John D......... Leighton Buzzard 
Bayley, William, Esq.. .. Stockton-on-Tees 
Beaumont, William, Esq. .Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Beaumont, John, Esq.... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S, Society 
Beaumont, Abraham, Esq.Stoke Newington Ladies’ Association 
Beck, William, Esq...... Aborigines Protection Society 
Bedford, Peter, Esq. .... Croydon 
Bennett, Rev. James, D.D.Congregational Union for Scotland 
Bennett, James, Esq..... Ditto 
Bennett, Rev. John...... Northampton 
Bewlay, Rev. Edward.. .. Cirencester 
Bigg, William, Esq...... Banbury 
Binney, Rev. Thomas.... Congregational Union of England and Wales 
Birt, Rev. John ........+ Manchester and Salford 
Birt, Rev. C. E......... Bristol 
Blackburn, Rev. John.... Cong. Union of England and Wales 
Blair, William T., Esq. .. Bath 
Blanchard, Rev. Jonathan.Ohio State Anti-Slavery Society 
Bowly, Samuel, Esq... .. Gloucester 
Bowring, J., Esq., LL.D., M.P.. Exeter 
Braithwaite, Isaac, Esq... Kendal 
Brewin, Edward, Esq.... Worcester 
Brock, Rev. William .... Norwich 
Brockway, Alex., Esq.... Peace Society 
Bromley, Joseph W., Esq.Tonbridge chapel, Congrega‘ional church 
Brotherton, J., Esq., M.P.Manchester and Salford 
Budge, John, Esq. ...... Redruth, and for Truro 
Buffum, Arnold, Esq .... Indiana State Anti-Slavery Society 
Bulley, Mr. Alderman ... Liverpool 
Bunter, Rev. John ...... Brixton Hill Congregational Church 
Bunting, Rev. William M.Manchester and Salford 
Burchett, J. R., Esq..... Tonbridge chapel, Congregational church 
Burgess, Thomas, Esq. .. Leicester 
Burgess, Francis, Esq.... Banbury 
Cong. Union for Scotland, Cong. Union for 
Burnet, Rev. John...... { England and Wales, and Southwark La- 
dies’ Association 
True Teetotal Union, and New-street, 
Burns, Rev. Jabez ...... M arylebone, Baptist church 
Finsbury and Hoxton Young Mens’ Mutual 
Burtt, John, Esq........ { Instruction Society ng 
Buxton, SirT. Fowell, Bart.Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 


Calder, Francis, A., Esq.Belfast 

Campbell, Rev. John,D.D.Evesham Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society 

Candler, John, Esq. .... Hon. Corresponding Member 
Bradford (Wilts,) Cong. Board of London 

Carlile, Rev. James ....4 Ministers, and Cong. Church, Well-street, 
Hackney. 

Carroll, Edward, Esq. .. Cork, Youghall, and Reading 

Chalk, Thomas, Esq. .... Kingston-on-Thames 

Chapman, William, Esq... Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Charlesworth, Rev.J.,B.D. Ipswich 

Childs, R. Walker, Esq... Liskeari 

Childs, J., Esq. (Bungay) Denton, Wortwell, and Harleston, Indep. Congs. 

Christy, William M., Esq. Kingst »n-on-Thames 

Christy, Thomas, Esq.. .. Croydoa . . 

Clare, Peter, Esq. ...... Manchester and Salford 

Clarke, C., Esq......... Banbury Baptist Church and the Banbury Anti- 

Slavery Society 
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ton, Theodore, Esq. National Temperance Soci 


ety 

, Josiah, Esq. .... Mem. of Com. of Brit. and For. A. 8. Society 
Cooke, Isaac, ~™ .. «» Liverpool 
Cooper, Joseph, Esq... .. Ditto 
Cox, Rev. F. A., D.D., LL.D. Baptist Church, Hackney 
Crabbe, Rev. James .... Southampton 
Crewdson, Isaac, Esq. .. Manchester and Salford 
Crewdson, Wilson, Esq... Ditto 
Crisp, Rev. J.T. ...... Bristol 
Cropper, John, jun., Esq. Liverpool 
Cross, William, + es» «+ Colchester 
Crowley, Abraham, Esq... Alton 
Crowley, Henry, Esq. .. Ditto 
Crowley, Charles, Esq. .. Croydon 
Curtis, William, Esq... .. Alton ; 
Curzon, Rev. J. S,....... Horningsham Congregational Church 


Davies, Thomas, Esq.... Metropolitan Collegiate Association 
Dawes, William, Esq.... Oberlin Institute, U.S. 

Day, William, Esq.. .... Exeter 

Day, James, Esq........ National Temperance Society 

De la Rochefoucault Liancourt, Marquis 

Delf, E. H., Esq. ...... Coward College 

Dennistoun, J., Esq.. M.P.Glasgow 

Dicker, Thomas, Esq.... Lewes 

Dobell, Henry, Esq. .... Congregational Church, Chelsea 
Dunlop, John, Esq...... Edinburgh and the True Teetotal Union 


East, George, Esq....... Baptist Church, New-street, Marylebone 
Eaton, Joseph, Esq. .... Bristol 

Edmunds, R., Esq...... Banbury 

Edwards, Rev. John .... Kingston-on-Thames 

Edwards, Rev. James.... Nottingham 

Elliott, Rev. Richard .. .. Devizes 

Elliott, J. S., Esq... .... Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A. S. Society 
Ellis, John, Esq........ Leicester 

Eltoft, William, Esq... .. Manchester and Salford 

Evans, E., Esq., Ald.... Worcester 

Eve, Henry W., Esq... .. Maldon 


Fairbank, William, Esq. . Sheffield 

Ferguson, Rev. R....... Congregational Board 

Ferguson, Joseph, Esq. .. Carlisle 

Finlay, James, Esq...... Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Fletcher, Rev. W. ...... Fraserburgh Congregational church 

Forster, William, Esq. .. Norwich 

Forster, Matthew, Esq... Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Forster, Josiah, Esq. .. .. Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A. S. Society 

Forster, Robert, Esq... .. Ditto 

Foster, Edward, Esq... .. Cambridge 

Fox, Francis, Esq. ...... Kingsbridge ; 

Fox, Samuel, Esq. .. .. .. Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A. S. Society, 
and Delegate for Wellington, Somerset 

Fox, Samuel, Esq. ...... Nottingham 

Fox, Charles, Esq....... Falmouth Ladies’ Auxiliary 

Francillon, James, Esq... Gloucester 

Frazer, Rev. W......... Regent-street, Lambeth, Baptist church 

Freeman, Rev. J. J. .... London Missionary Society 

Fuller, J. Cannings, Esq. General Agent for Fugitive Slaves, N. America 


Garland, Thomas, Esq. .. Redruth 

Gibbs, George B., Esq. .. Cork 

Gilpin, Charles, Esq... .. Peace Society 

Gleadall, Rev. Wm., A.M.Doncaster . 

Godlee, Burwood, Esq, .. Lewes, Sussex 

Godwin, Rev. B., D.D. .. Oxfordshire Baptist Association 
Goffe, Richard, Esq. .... Banbury 

Gotch, Rev. F. W., A.M.Herts and South Beds. Baptist Association 
Graham, Thos. H., Esq... Carlisle 

Grahame, Robert, Esq. .. Glasgow 

Grahame, Thomas, Esq.. .Ditto 

Green, S. G., Esq. ...... Metropolitan Collegiate Association 
Greville,R.K.,Esq., LL.D. Edinburgh 

Grimshaw, William, Esq.Peckham 

Grimshaw, Wm.., jun., Esq.Ditto 

Groser, Rev. William ..... Baptist Missionary Society 
Gurney, Samuel, Esq.... Hon. Corresponding Member 
Gurney, W. B., Esq. .. .. Ditto 


Haddon, John, Esq....,. Baptist church, Devonshire-square 
Hall, Joseph, Esq. ...... Peace Society 

Hamilton, John, Esq... .. Peckham 

Hamilton, John, jun., Esq. Ditto 

Harding, Rev. Joseph.... True Teetotal Union 

Hare, J. M., Esq. ...... Baptist Church, Mare-street, Hackney 
Hargrave, Rev. James.... Peace Society 

Harris, Rev. John, D.D.Cheshunt College 

Harris, John, om a i — ‘ 

Harry, Courtney T., Esq.. National Temperance Society 
Harvey, William, Esq. ... Aborigines Protection Society 

Hasler, John, Esq..> oes Banbury Ladies’ Association 

Hawson, Rev. Gregory... Staines 

Hicks, —, E + eee eee Chichester 

Hill, Charles, see++ ++ Wellingborough 

Hinton, Rev. J. H.,A.M..Member of Com. of Brit. & For: A. S, Society 











Hodgson, Isaac, Esq... .. Leicester 


| Holland, Rev, J. K.,,... St. Ives (Hunts) 


Holland, Henry, -+ «+ Spilsby 

Holmes, William, * ee Alton 

Holmes, Henry, Esq... .. Eastern New York Anti-Slavery Society 
Hooper, John, Esq. .... Southwark Ladies’ A. S. Association 
Horne, J. Esq. ........ Worcester 

Horsnail, William C., Esq.Strood 

Howells, Henry C. ...... Pittsburg (Penn.) from coloured population 
Hunt, William, Esq. .... Bath 

Hunt, Rev. John.,.,.,.. Congregational church, Brixton-hill 
Hyatt, Rev. Joseph...... Gloucester 


Jackson, Rev. John ..... Taunton 

James, Rev. Thomas .... Congregational Board 

James, Rev. J. A. ...... Birmingham 

James, Rev. William ,. .. Bridgewater 

Jefferson, Rev. John .... Stoke Newington Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Assoc. 
Jeffries, Edward, Esq.... Bridgewater 

Jenkyn, Rev. Dr........ Coward College 

Johnson, Rev. J. H., A.M.Devizes 

Johnson, William, Esq... American and’ Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
Jones, William, Esq. .... Worcester 

Jowett, Robert, Esq. .... Leeds 


Keep, Rev. John........ Oberlin Institute, U.S. 

Kellog, Rev. H. H...... Illinois State Anti-Slavery Society 

Kitson, G., Esq......,... Southwark Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Association 
Knox, George, Esq...... Home Missionary Society 


Laird, Macgregor, Esq... Glasgow Emancipation Society 

Laishley, George, Esq. .. Southampton 

Laming, James, Esq. .... Rotterdam 

Langford, William, Esq.. Hitchin 

Leask, Rev. William .... Chapmansdale (Frome) Independent church 
Leavitt, Rev. Joshua .... Massachusetts Abol. Soc., and Maine Aux. Soc. 
Lecesne, L. C., Esq. .... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 
Lee, William, Esq... .... Exeter 

Lee, John, Esq., LL.D.. Peace Society 

Lewis, John, Esq. ...... Cheltenham 

L'Instant.............. Hayti 

Logan, William C., Esq. . Cork 

Longridge, Michael, Esq. .Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Lowthrop, Sir Wm., Knt.Hull 

Lovell, Charles H., Esq. . National Temperance Society 

Lucas, Samuel H., Esq... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 
Lushington, Rt. Hon. Dr. S. Ditto 


Mackay, Charles, Esq.... Evesham Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Association 

Macnamara, H., Esq... .. Peace Society 

Madden, R.R., Esq., M.D.Hon. Corresponding Member 

Malden, Rev. W........ Chichester 

Mark, Rev. Julius....... Chelmsford 

Marriage, Jos., jun., Esq..Ditto 

Marsh, Joseph, Esq. .. .. Taunton 

Marsh, John, Esq... .... Kingston-on-Thames 

Martin, William, Esq.... Cork 

Matheson, Rev. Dr...... Home Missionary Society 

Matthews, Rev. Thos. W.Boston Gen. Baptist church 

Meredith, John, Esq..... National Temperance Society 

Metcalfe, Charles J., Esq..Roxton (Beds.) Congregational Church 

Miall, Rev. Edward.. .. .. Scarborough, and Well-st., Hackney, Cong.Ch. 

Middleton, John C., Esq.Derby 

Miles, Edward, Esq. .. .. Peace Society 

Mills, John R., Esq. .... Cong. Union of England and Wales 

Milward, Thomas, Esq. .. Tiverton 

Moore, Mark, Esq....... Glasgow 

Morgan, Rev. Thomas ... Birmingham 

Morgan, William, Esq. .. Birmingham 

Morgan, A. F., Esq. .... Bond-street, Birmingham, Ladies’ A. S. Assoc. 

Mor Rev. T. H Midland Baptist and Bond-street, Birming- 
te Rs: Be AEF 50 ham, Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Associations 

Morison, Rev. John, D.D. Congregational Board 

Morley, John, Esq...... Cong. Union of England and Wales 

Morley, Samuel, Esq... . Torquay 

Morley, John, Esq...... _— ch (Wash ©.) Co % 

reenwii ington Co.) Cong. church 

Mowray, W. H., Eaq.... { and Eastern New York A. S. Society : 

Murch, Rev. Dr........ Baptist Union 

Murphy, Mr. Sergnt..M.P.Cork 


Neilson, William, Esq. .. Well-street, Hackney, Cong. church 
Nicholls, Thomas, Esq. .. National Temperance Society 


Oswald, J., Esq., M.P. .. Glasgow 


Padgett, James, Esq. .. .. Congregational church, Chelsea 

Palk, Edward, Esq...... Southampton 

Palmer, Rev. W. S...... Cong. Union of England and Wales 

Pearce, John, Esq... .... Tavistock 

Pearson, Benjamin, Esq.. Manchester and Salford 

Pease, Joseph, Esq...... Darlington 

Pease, Joseph, jun., Esq..Hon. Corresponding Member 

Peek, Richard, Esq...... yg ci, 8 s s 
irmingham an est Bromwich Ledi:s’ 

Peggs, Rev. James.....+ Negro Friend § set 


Pengelly, William, Esq... Torquay 

Pennington, Rev. J. W. C.Connecticut Anti-Slavery Society 
Penny, John, Esq. ...... Baptist church, Banbury 
Pewtress, Thomas, Esq... Baptist Union 

Phelps, Rev. Amos A.... Massachusetts Abolition Soc’ety 
Pilkington, George, Esq. . Hon. Corresponding Member 
Pinches, Thomas, Esq. .. Birmingham 
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' Pollard, William, Esq.. «« Hertford 

Porter, Rev. Ri +. os Staines 

Porter, James, Esq...... Eastern New York Anti-Slavery Society 
Post, Jacob, Esq... «e+» «« Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 
Price, Dr. Thomas ...... Ditto 

. Price, Rev. E. S$.» eeee .. Abingdon 

Price, J. T., Esq........ Falmouth Ladies’ and Swansea A. S. Assoc. 
Priestman, Jonathan, Esq. Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Raffles, Rev. Thomas, D.D., LL.D.. Liverpool 
sag a at is Screed 
y> , Esq. .... Ipswi 
Bok, Rar hulven® ee Bee — a atl 
ull, Durham, an orthumberland As- 

panmesucenaneantanpebatars sociation of Congregational Churches 
Richardson, James, Esq.. Leeds 
Richard, Rev. H........ Marlborough chapel, Old Kent-road 
Rigaud, Stephen, Esq.... Peace Society 
Ritchie, Rev. Dr........ Edinburgh 
Roff, Rev. Robert ...... Cambridge 

, Thomas, Esq.... Helstone 
Rolph, Dr. Thomas...... General Agent for Canada 
Ross, Edward, Esq...... Chatham and Rochester 
Ross, David R., Esq., M.P. Belfast 
Russell, Rev. Joshua .... Melksham 
Rutty, John, Esq. ...... National Temperance Society 


’ Sams, Joseph, Esq... .... Darlington and Barnard Castle 

Scales, Rev. Thomas .... Leeds 

Scoble, John, Esq. ...... Secretary of the Brit. & For. S. Society 

Sharples, Joseph, Esq. .. Hitchin 

Sheffield, Thomas, Esq... Carlisle 

Shotwell, William, Esq... American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 

Simpson, William, Esq... Leeds 

Southall, Samuel, Esq. -*‘ Leominster Mechanic’s Institute 

Smith, Edward, Esq. .. .. Sheffield 

Smith, George, Esq. .... Maidstone 

Smith, Rev. H. ........ Baptist Church, Ashford ; 

Sieh deen: Me 1 "aon Ladies’ Association and Felstead 
eee ene Congregational Church 

Sparkes, Thomas T., Esq Exeter 

Spencer, Rev. T., M.A... Bath 

Spencer, Jeremiah, Esq... Cockermouth 

Spencer, Rev. Willam.... Plymouth and South Devon Cong. Union 

Spicer, James, Esq. .... Cong. Union of England and Wales 

Sprigg, Rev. James...... Ipwswich 

Stacey, George, Esq. .... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 

Standfield, James, Esq....Belfast ~ 

Statham, Rev. John .... Reading 

Steane, Rev. Dr......... Baptist Union 

Steer, John, Esq... ...... Derby 

Stephens, J. C., Esq... .. Maidstone 

Sterry, Richard, Esq... .. Croydon 

Sterry, Henry, Esq. .... Member of Com. of Brit. & For. A. S. Society 

Stewart, John., Esq. .... Aberdeen 

Stock, Rev. John........ Chatham 


Hon. Corr. Memb. and Delegate from New 
Stuart, Capt. Charles... ; Jersey State Anti-Slavery Society 
Sturge, Joseph, Esq. .... Birmingham 
Sturge, Edmund, Esq. .. Birmingham 
Stutterd, J., Esq. ...... Banbury 
Styles, Robert, Esq. .... Chatham and Rochester 
Sutherland, Dr. ........ Liverpool 
Sutton, William, Esq... . Carlisle 
Swaine, Edward, Esq. ... Home Missionary Society 
Swan, Rev. Thomas .... Birmingham 


Tatum, William, Esq... .. Rochester 

Taylor, George, Esq. .... Wellingborough 

Taylor, Rev. Henry ..... Woodbridge 

Tennant, J. E., Esq., M.P. Belfast 

Thayer, Amedié ........ French Abolition Society 

Tidman, Rev. Arthur.... London Missionary Society 

Thompson, Thomas, Esq. Taunton 

Thomson, Rev. Patrick .. Chatham 

Townend, Thomas, Esq... Manchester and Salford 

Trelawney, J., Esq., M.P. Tavistock 

Trend, Rev. H. ........ Bridgewater 

Tuckett, Henry, Esq.... Member of Com. of Brit. and For. A.S. Society 
Twiss, —, Esq. ........ Rotterdam 

Tylor, Charles, Esq. .... Stoke Newington Ladies’ A.S. Association 


Upton, Rev. William .... Herts and S. Beds. Baptist Association 


Wall, E., Esq.......... Baptist Church, Banbury 

Walker, Professor ...... Oberlin Institute and Ohio State A. S. Society 
Warner, Charles B., Esq. Peace Society 

Warner, John, Esq...... Ditto 

Warner, Robert, 5s . .. National Temperance Society 

Watson, George, Esq.... Banbury 

Wayne, Rev. J. W.......Hitchin 

Webb, James, Esq....... Belfast 

Wells, Rev. Algernon.... Congregational Union of England and Wales 
Wells, W. C. Esq. .. .... Chelmsford 

Wheeler, Frederick, Esq.. Strood, Kent 

Wheeler, Samuel, Esq.... Chatham and Rochester 

Wheeler, Daniel, Esq. .. Bristol 

Whitehorne, James, Esq.. Baptist Missionary Society 

Whittle, Robert, Esq. .. Croydon 

Whitwell, Edward, Esq.. Kendal 

Wiffen, Benjamin, Esq... Hon. Corresponding Member 

Wigham, Anthony, Esq.. Aberdeen 

Wigham, John, jun., Esq. Edinburgh 





Wild, Rev. A i eeeeeeese .. Nottingham 


Williamson, Wim, Esq;.. Derby 
Wilson, James H., Esq... Nottingham 
Wilson, William, Esq.... pions 

‘Central Corresponding Committee for co- 
Wilson, Rev. Hiram .... loured population in U Canada 
Wilson, Joshua, Fisq... ae ee of d and Wales 
WwW ny ‘ em: of Com., and for Doncaster and Con. 

oodwark, Rev. John .. } gregational Union of England and Wales 

Wright, Rev. T. S....... New York Vigilance Committee 
Wyatt, Henry, Esq. .... Stroud 
Young, Rev. John, A.M. Mem. of Com, of Brit..and For. A. & Society 
Young, Joseph, Esq. .. .. Chatham 
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BRITISH & FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 


FOR THE 
ABOLITION OF SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
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PROGRAMME OF BUSINESS FOR THE CONVENTION, 
June 1l3rn, 1843. 


Be 
ConsTITUTION AND CALL OF THE CONVENTION. 


1. Resolution of the last Convention, initrusting the call of the 
present one to the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society. 

2. Measures taken in accordance therewith—Parties consulted in 
Great Britain and Ireland, in the United States and France. 

3. Call for the Convention issued on the 13th June, 1842, reite- 
rated on the 23rd March, 1843.—Special invitations transmitted to 
the United States, France, Holland, &c. 

II. 

Rott oF DELEGATES WHO HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO ATTEND THE 
PRESENT CONVENTION, TO BE PRESENTED BY THE COMMITTEE oF 
THE BRITISH AND FoREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

III. 

OPENING OF THE BUSINESS OF THE CONVENTION. 

1. By the appointment of President. 














3. of Vice- Presidents. 

3. of Secretaries. 

4. ‘ of Finance and Press Committees. 
IV. 


REGULATIONS FOR CONDUCTING THE BUSINESS OF THE CONVENTION. 


1. That this Convention do sit twice in each day, commencing at 
10 o’clock in the morning, and at 4 o’clock in the afternoon; and 
that the Vice-Presidents be requested to preside alternately in the 
absence of the President. 

2. That all original papers, propositions, and resolutions be sub- 
mitted in writing to the Secretaries, the day before it is proposed to 
introduce them ; and that all amendments and propositions arising 
out of business under discussion, be submitted to the Chairman in 
writing at the time. 

3. That the Secretaries be instructed to report at the close of each 
day to the Chairman the subjects upon which it is proposed that 
information shall the next day be communicated to the Convention, 
and that such subjects shall be regularly disposed of before any other 
matter be introduced. 

4, That as occasion may arise, Committees shall be appointed to 
draft addresses, prepare resolutions, &c., &c., to be passed through 
the hands of the Secretaries to the Chairman. 

5. That no member of Convention shall be allowed to speak twice 
on the same subject, except in explanation ; or the opener, by way 
of conclusion, in reply. 

6. That all documents shall be signed by the President. 

7. That all letters and documents addressed to this Convention, 
or to the Chairman, be referred to the Secretaries. 

8. That no new business be introduced in the morning sittings 
after 1 o’clock, p.m. 

vV 


BUSINESS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE CONVENTION. 

1. Report of proceedings consequent on the last Convention to 
be presented by the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society. 

2. Report on the progress of the Anti-Slavery cause since the last 
Convention. 

(1) In reference to Great Britain. 

(a) The consolidated Slave-trade Abolition Act of 1824, ex- 
tended to British India, and the British settlements in the East. 

(b) The abolition of Slavery in Malacca, Singapore, Penang 
and Province Wellesley, provided for by law. sk : 

(c) The abolition of Slavery in British India, virtually secured 
by recent enactments of the Governor-general in Council. 

(a) The abolition of Slavery and the Slave-trade in Scinde, 
provided for by the proclamation of the Governor-general of 
India. 

(e) The Bill before Parliament intended to prevent British sub- 
jects resident in foreign countries from slave-trading and slave- 
holding, except under specified circumstances. 

(f) The present improved state of the colonial laws, especially 
those which affect the liberties and welfare of the emanci 
classes. : 

(g) The progress made by treaties and conventions with foreign 
powers for the suppression of the Slave-trade. 

(bh) The instructions forwarded to British functionaries residing 
in slave-holding countries, that they should neither hold nor hire 
slaves for domestic purposes, and should in every way discounte- 
nance slavery by their example and influence. 

(i) The recommendations of the British Government to foreign 
powers, having Representatives, Consuls, or Agents in slave- 
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Os be considered, the answers to queries transmitted to 


that country. 
Be The general progress of the Anti-Slavery cause in the free 
slave states—Legislation—Legal adjudications—Congress, 
‘ (c) The formation, progress, and anticipated results of the 
(3) In reference to France. i 
of the Royal Commission. 
(a) Embracing a plan for the complete abolition of Slavery in 
fifteen years from the Ist January, 1843. 
” pis ag on to terminate in 1863. : 

c ving the question open as it the French settle- 

ments in Northern and Webtarn Atrioe anct Asta. 
(4) In reference to Portugal. 
Report of the Ultra-marine Commission. 

(a) Proposing a plan for the abolition of Slavery in Portuguese 
India in three years. 

(b) And suggesting that-a similar measure might subsequently 
be carried into effect in Portuguese Africa. 

(5) In reference to Tunis. 

(a) Measures adopted by the Bey of Tunis for the suppression 
of the Slave-trade. 

(b) Measures adopted for the abolition of Slavery. 

(6) In reference to Uruguay. 
Circumstances under which the abolition of slavery has taken place 
in that republic. 
VI. 
PRESENT STATE OF THE ABOLITION QUESTION. 
(1) In Holland. 

(a) The appointment of a Royal Commission of inquiry into 
the subject. 

” The progress of the Anti-Slavery cause in that country. 

c) The abandonment of the system of purchasing slaves on 
the coast of Africa for supplying the Dutch army with soldiers. 

(d) The steps taken to educate the slave population of Surinam. 

(2) In Denmark. 

The amelioration proposed to be carried into effect in relation 

to the labour and education of slaves in the Danish colonies. 
(3) In Brazil. 

(a) Report of the present state of Slavery, in reply to queries. 

(b) State of public feeling in reference to Slavery and the Slave- 
trade in that country. 

(c) Questions pending between Great Britain and Brazil, relat- 
ing to the Slave-trade, the libertados, and to Africans illicitly 
introduced into its territories contrary to treaties and to law. 

(4) In Spain. 

(a) Report on the present state of slavery in Cuba, in reply to 

ueries, 

State of public opinion in reference to the Slave-trade. 

c) Negotiations pending between Great Britain and Spain rela- 
tive to the Slave-trade, the emancipados, and to Africans illicitly 
introduced into Cuba, contrary to treaties and to law. 

(5) In Texas. 
Rumoured proposition of the British Government for the abo- 
lition of Slavery in that republic. 
VII. 
PRESENT STATE OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE-TRADE. 
(1) Its extent with the Spanish colonies, and with Brazil. 
(2) Progress of treaties with foreign powers for its suppression. 


VIII. 
IncipENTAL Topics. 
(1) Mexico. ° 
(2) South American ublics. 
Fi Hayti. ne 
(4) Africa. 
(5) Asia. 
IX. 
SERFAGE. 
In Russia and the northern parts of Europe. 


X. : 
SraTe or THE CoLourep PoruLaTion in Upper CANADA. 
(a) Report in answer to queries. 
(b) How affected by the treaty of Washington. 
(c) Measures taken to counteract the effect of that treaty. 


XI. 


“EMIGRATION TO THE BritisH CoLonies. 


(1) From India to Mauritius. 
(a) Provisions of the Government scheme. 
(b) Its defects. 
(c) Its probable results. 

(2) From Africa to the West Indies. 
(a) Provisions of the Government plan. 
(b) Its defects. 
(c) Its probable results. 

(Brazilian project.) 
XI. 
ResuLts oy EMANCIPATION IN THE Britisu CoLonies. 

Report in Answer to queries transmitted to the West Indies. 
1. The question as it affects the emancipated classes. 














0: saat planters and proprietors. 
3. merchants and manufacturers. 
4. revenue. 
5. . future. 
XII. 


Gexerat Duties or ABOLITIONISTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
(1) In relation to the enslaved. 





(a) To seek their immediate and. entire emancipation on - 
the ground of the essential sinfulness of Slavery, and of their 
inalienable right to personal freedom. 

ee that end by means which are purely moral, 

ous, emi 
(2) Inrelation to the Emancipated and Free Persons of Colour. 

(a) To watch over and record the great facts connected 
with the progress of emancipation in various parts of the world. 

(b) To obtain the repeal of obnoxious laws affecting the 
rights of emancipated slaves and free persons of colour. 

(c) To rescue from Slavery such persons as are now 
unlawfully held in bondage, or may heréafter be kidnapped and 
held in Slavery in their own or other countries. 

(d) To obtain the repeal of all laws affecting the just and 
equal rights of free persons of colour, who resort to slave- 
holding countries on their lawful occasions, — 

(3) In relation to each other. 

(a) To recognize a common bond of union, irrespective of 
country or political constitution, in the common brotherhood 
of man. 

(b) To advotate the adoption of a common principle of 
action in all countries, in efforts to abolish Slavery. 

(c) To secure a regular interchange of correspondence, 
and of useful information between abolitionists of different 
countries. 

(d) To seek to extend the influence of our common prin- 
ciple in countries where it is either unrecognized or unknown. 

Vv 


Suort PAPERS PROPOSED TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE CONVENTION. 
(1) On the effects of Slavery viewed in relation to agriculture, 
commerce, literature, moral and social habits, legislation, and the 
‘administration of law, religion, and missionary exertions. 
(2) Slavery viewed in its relation to the welfare of states and 
the general peace of nations. 
(3) On the duty, safety, and policy of the immediate and 
entire abolition of Slavery. 
_—_—_—_—_ rr rrr een 


NOTICES.. 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER is an Evening Paper, 
published on alternate Wednesdays, and may be had of all News-venders 
throughout the country. Price 4d., or 8s. 8d. per annum. 


Subscriptions and Donations to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society should be forwarded to the Treasurer (G. W. Alexander, Esq.) 
at the Society’s Office, 27, New Broad-street, London. 

All Communication for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter must 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


FUNDS. 


Tue Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society beg 
very earnestly and respectfully to call the attention of their friends to 
the subject of Funds, and to urge upon them the necessity of liberal 
contributions in aid of the great objects the Society has in view. The& 
would especially remind them of the additional heavy expenses which will 
necessarily attend the forthcoming Convention, and beg to suggest the 
propriety of a distinct subscription to meet the same. Those friends 
who have collecting books will have the kindness to forward any such 
sums as they may have collected, as early as convenient. Donations and 
subscriptions are received by the treasurer, G. W. Alexander, Esq., at 
the office of the Society, No. 27, New Broad-street, London. 


The Anti-Slaberp Reporter, 


LONDON, JUNE 14, 1843. 














Ir is a cheering fact that, amidst the din and strife of political ex- 
citement and of national jealousy, the still small voice of humanity 
is heard, and that in obedience to her summons, a noble band of 
Christian philanthropists are now assembled in Convention, from 
various parts of the world, and of different complexions, on terms 
of equality and brotherhood, to do her bidding. They meet in the 
spirit of peace, to express their deep sympathy with that portion of 
our race who are subject to the oppression and degradation of 
slavery, and to the horrors of the slave-trade—they meet to protest 
against the impious assumption of the slaveholder, that man can have 
property in his fellow-man—they meet to consult on the best 
means of giving practical effect to their principles, and of rescuing 
both the slave and the slaveholder from the unnatural and perilous 
position in which they stand—of restoring to the one his un- 
forfeited rights, and of delivering the other from the guilt of con- 
tinuing a relation so infamous and immoral—they meet to demon- 
strate to the world that, however much they may differ in political 
opinion or religious forms, they have a sacred duty to perform to 
mankind, and that duty they will continue to discharge until every 
yoke is broken and the oppressed in every land go free. 

The slave toiling under the fear or the infliction of the lash in 
the cotton-fields of the United States, or the sugar-plantations of 
Brazil and Cuba, may never hear of their labours fur his deliver- 
ance, but he will derive the benefit. Liberty, with allits attendant 
blessings, will be his at no distant day. The master will either be 
subdued by the conviction of his criminality, and will hasten to e- 
form his duty, or will become a hissing and a scorn to the whole 
civilized world, and be compelled at length to give up his prey by the 
force of circumstances which he cannot control, or by the action of 
law which he dare not resist. In every civilized country—the 
United States, France, Holland,Spain, Portugal, and even in Brazil 

Cuba—the movement in favour of the freedom of the slave 
has n, a proof that the labours of abolitionists have not been in 
vain. By none but the basest of mankind is the institution of slavery 
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defended; by none but the vilest and most mercenary of the human 
species is the slave-trade carried on. Light has been diffused. The 
terrible effects of slavery onthe agricultural and commercial pros- 
perity of nations; on the social and moral habitudes of a people 
subject to its influence ; on legislation and the administration of law 
wherever it exists; and, above all, on the progress of religion, 
whose sacred truths it erts, and whose hol: recepts it scorns, 
are beginning to be understood and felt. To di use more light, to 
deepen existing impressions, to rally the whole human family in the 
sacred cause of human freedom,—is the duty of abolitionists, and, 
where they-have the. power, to make their influence felt in the 
legislatures of their-respective countries, until the jubilee of freedom 
shall arrive, and their noble work be done. 

We earnestly commend the deliberations and efforts of the Con- 
vention to promote the universal abolition of slavery and the slave- 
trade, and to open a glorious future to Africa and the world, to the 
‘Divine blessing, and trust that the Spirit of wisdom and love may 
preside over all their meetings. 

Tar absence of the beloved and venerated Thomas Clarkson 
from the opening of the general Anti-Slavery Convention yesterday, 
was a subject of deep and sincere .regret to all present, not jm 
because they were unable to do honour to a man whose name has 
become illustrious for the eminent services he has rendered to hu- 
manity, and the bright example he has set to the present and all 
future generations, to go and do likewise ; but on account of the 
cause which prevented him from gracing the noble assembly with 
his presence, the state of his health. For him, under this affliction, 
rendered doubly severe by its having incapacitated him from in- 
dulging, perhaps, the dearest wish of his heart, the deepest sym- 
pathy was felt, and many fervent prayers uttered for his recovery. 
Full of years and of honours, the abolishionists of both hemis- 
pheres regard him with a tenderness of affection, a sincerity of 
respect, and a cordiality of esteem felt for no other living man. 
Such is the reward of a life, faithfully and perseveringly devoted to 
the sacred cause of human freedom and happiness, But, having de- 
rived his principles of action and his motives to labour from Him 
who selects and ‘qualifies his instruments for service, he bears his 
honours meekly, and is the first to attribute the wisdom with which 
he has been endowed, the constancy of pu with which he has 
been gifted, and the success with which his labours have been 
crowned, to Him, and’to Him alone. 

It will be gratifying for our venerable friend to know that the 
first day of the Convention passed in the most satisfactory manner, 
under the urbane and able superintendence of his representative, 
Mr. Samuel Gurney. 








It is with unfeigned satisfaction that we submit to our readers the 
following extremely gratifying intelligence, copied from the Friend 
of India of the 23rd March last, on the recent measures adcpted 
in Ceylon, the effect of which has been, apparently, the abolition 
of slavery in that colony:— — 

*« We give prominence (says the editor) to the following extract from a 
letter of a correspondent in the Northern province :—‘ Some months ago, 
a circular letter from the London Anti-Slavery Society, containing queries 
on slavery in India, was put into my hands. I collected a mass of curious 
information, which may hereafter, if time permit. be rendered available 
towards a history of the system which too long existed in Ceylon, but 
which I hope and believe is now for ever numbered with ¢he departed. 1 
delayed replying to the circular until after the lst January, when the 
effect of the late ordinance would be seen. The result has been such as 
must give pleasure to every friend of freedom. The sun of the 3lst 
December, 1842, set on about 4000 men, women, and children, in this 
district (Wadermoratchy), bearing the name of slaves; that of the Ist 
January, 1843, beheld them all free! not asingle slave has been registered 
in this court, and Iam happy to be enabled to inform you, on the best 
authority, that such also has been the result in the Northern districts : 
Jaffna, Malajam, the islands Temoratchy, and Putchelepaly. 

‘¢In addition, I am enabled, on the authority of a respectable corres- 
pondent at Trincomallee, to say, that before the passing of the late 
ordinance, slavery had no longer any existence in that district. 

‘¢« The number of slaves in Ceylon was recently set down at 30,000, 
the vast majority of whom belonged to the Northern districts. Seeing 
the effect of the ordinance here, I think I may safely assure you, that 
the same result has followed in every district of the island, and that 
slavery no longer pollutes our isle. If im any part it is otherwise, I 
should feel much obliged to any correspondent, who, through the medium 
of your columns, will inform me of the fact.’ ’’—Ceylon Observer. 

It would appear from the foregoing extract, as well as from pri- 
vate information, which we received some time since, that a Regis- 
tration‘Act had gone into operation in Ceylon, and that the for- 
feiture of the slaves was made consequent upon the non-fulfilment 
of its conditions. Of course we shall rejoice if this be the fruit of 
the measure ; but when we recollect, that the greater portion of the 
slaves in this colony have been forfeited four times over for non- 
registration before, we fear that unless the Government be firm in 
its purpose, they may again revert into a state of bondage. Be it, 
therefore, our duty to watch with the vigilance which becomes this 
important affair, the future proceedings consequent thereon. 





In our last number'we gave an account of the capture of the 
St. Christopher, a British merchant vessel, by a French ship of 
war, the Vigé, on the alleged ground of her having violated the 
existing treaties between Great Britain and France, for the suppres- 
sion of the slave-trade. Our supposition that she might have been 
engaged in taking the Kroomen she had on board to Sierra Leone, 
for the purpose of their being taken to the British colonies, which 





acl actwnli targets ot. Soar lations of the 
Government for emigration from Africa to the West 
Indies, turns out to be incorrect. We give the fol version of 
the facts of the case as they have subsequently appeared in the columns 
of the Patriot, and in doing so, express our great satisfaction that 
the St. Christopher was engaged in honourable and laudable com- 
merce :— 

‘‘The facts respecting the St. Christopher are simply these. The 
Kroomen had shipped ~ Bias on board her as yey yi to Sierra 
Leone, paying for their passage. The St. Christopher been boarded 
by the British vessel of war, the Ferret, before.she was detained by the 
Vigé. Captain Ogle, finding that she was bound to Sierra Leone, with a 
cargo of palm-oil, camwood, ivory, and gold dust, of course allowed her 
to proceed on her voyage. Within a few hours, she fell in with the Vigé, 
and was seized, a prize crew being put on board. It was well known at 
Sierra Leone, that this was vexatiously done, by way of retaliation for 
the frequent detention of French vessels under similar circumstances, 
Accordingly, when the French officer brought her to Sierra Leone, and 
found that the flimsy pretext for her capture was immediately seen 
through, he allowed no time to elapse without abandoning his claims, and 
petitioning the agent of the St. Christopher to pardon the alleged mis- 
take, and forego proceedings. As, in fact, no injury had accrued by her 
being carried to Sierra Leone, that being her port of destination, the 
ship’s agent accepted the apology, and waived proceedings against the 
captor.’’ 

In giving this extract from our contemporary, we must not be 
understood as agreeing with him, that the seizure of*the St. Chris- 
topher was ‘‘ yexatiously done.” We can scarcely suppose that the 
commander of the Vigé would willingly ex himself to the 
mortification consequent on the doing of so foolish and, as it might 
have proved to him, so expensive an act. The fact is, the St. 
Christopher appears to have neglected to obtain from Captain Ogle, . 
of the Ferret, the usual authentication of the lawfulness of her 
voyage, and this, no doubt, gave rise to her seizure, and our 
error. 





GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION. 


Tuk sittings of this important body commenced yesterday morn- 
ing shortly after 10 o'clock, when a considerable portion of the 
gentlemen nominated by various Anti-Slavery Societies and 
Auxiliaries in Great Britain and Ireland were present. The dele- 
gation from the United States represented Anti-Slavery Associ- 
ations in the states of Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
York, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, &c. The delegates from France- 
had not arrived at the opening of the Convention; those from: 
Holland were present. With the exception of the speech in- 
tended to have been delivered by the venerable Thomas Clarkson, 
whose unavoidable absence was most deeply regretted, we are 
compelled in our present number to confine ourselves to very 
brief notes of the first day’s sittings. We propose to enlarge the size 
of the Reporter during the period the Convention may be in session, 
and to issue it weekly, in order to present our readers with a 
report of the most material and important part of its proceedings. 


The Convention having been called to order, 


W. T. Brarr, Esa., of Bath, rose and announed to the Convention, - 


with an expression of great regret, that their venerable friend Thomas 
Clarkson was prevented by serious indisposition from cheering them by 
his presence, and he was therefore instructed to move,— 

‘* That Thomas Clarkson, announced as the President of this Conven-- 


tion, being unavoidably absent, Samuel Gurney, Esq., be invited to act - 


on his behalf during the business of the Convention.’’ 

The. Rey. Dr. RaFFxes, of Liverpool, seconded the resolution, which . 
was carried unanimously. , 

Samvet Gurney, Esa., on taking the chair, suggested to the Conven- 
tion the propriety of following the excellent practice of the last Conven- 
tion, of waiting a short period in devotional silence previous to the com-- 
mencement of the proceedings. A few minutes of solemn silence then 
ensued, after which 

The Chairman rose and said, that he undertook the duty which would. 
have been so much more worthily performed by their venerable president- 
Thomas Clarkson, in consequence of the feeble health of the latter pre- 
venting his being present on this important occasion; but though absent 
in person, he trusted that the mantle of his spirit would rest upon the 


assemblage, and animate them in their labours. Thomas Clarkson having 


a few days since announced to the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society his inability to be present amongst them, they had 
invited William Allen to take his place, who, however, was prevented, by 
the same cause, feebleness of health, from complying therewith; and it 
had, therefore, been devolved on one so unworthy as himself to act in the 
place of their absent and venerated friends, and his opposition to every 
form of slavery, as diametrically at variance with the principles and spirit 
of the gospel, had led him not to shrink from a task in the performance of 
which he trusted he should have the indulgence of the assembly. He 
then called upon Joseph Sturge, Esq., of Birmingham, to read a com- 
munication from Thomas Clarkson to the Convention. 

Joseru Sturce, Esq., on rising, stated that it was due to the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, to state that 
they, until within four or five days, had entertained a confident expecta- 
tion that their venerable President would have been with them on this 
deeply interesting occasion. Mr. Sturge here read an affecting letter from 
Thomas Clarkson, in which he deeply regretted that his bad health and 
infirmities prevented his being present, and stated that, he had put down 
in writing what he had intended, as Chairman of the Convention, to read 
to that body. As that written ‘address, added Mr. Sturge, has been for- 
warded to the Committee, he should ‘hot apologise for reading it. (Cheers. ) 
Mr. Sturge then read the following address :— 


rs Friends,—When I was last here, I never expected that I 
should have lived to be present at another Convention, but Provid-. 
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to the en- 
ig, though I fear from the 


whether I shall be able to recollect even the little which “I had in- 
on this occasion. . 
- When I look back to past times, to times when I first embarked 
in the great cause of the abolition of the slave-trade, and when I 
knew of no one to help me in that work, I have reason to be thank- 
ful for the wonderful p of our cause; and I think, therefore, 
that I cannot do better, than lay before you a few facts relating to 
this progress, as it will give you encouragement to proceed with the 
great work, which you are now assembled to promote. And first 
our own country stands foremost in the glory of the abolition 
cause, Not only has she put an end to the slave-trade, but she 
has put an end to slavery also in her West India Colonies, thus 
ring Mherty to not much less than eight hundred thousand slaves. 
ut she is not satisfied with having done this. She is now turning 
her eyes to her possessions in the East. Instructions were sent out 
some months ago for the entire abolition of slavery in the settle- 
ments of Malacca, Penang, and Singapore; and intelligence has 
been since received that the Governor-General of India in Coun- 
cil, in obedience to the decision of the Imperial Parliament, has 
given notice of an act, which is to lay the foundation for the com- 
ge abolition of slavery in the whole of British India. Now my 
riends, what most important news is this! British India contains 
not much less than one hundred millions of people. 

I come now to France; France has also abolished the slave-trade. 
She has not yet abolished slavery; but the drafts of two laws are 
ready to be presented to the Chambers, by one of which the dura- 
tion of slavery is limited to fifteen years, with some advantages to 
the slaves in the interim. We cannot, of course, approve of any 
law, which gives a legal sanction to crime even for an set but we 
ought to rejoice to think, that at length a day has been proposed 
when slavery is to cease. Whether the Chambers will ratify this 
project, Ido not know; but let me bring to your remembrance, 
that when the debate on the right of search took place in these 
Chambers, some of the eminent leading men in both of them, agreed 
in saying, that the slave-trade was an evil too monstrous to be 
permitted to exist, but that it was not to be done away by the right 
of search, but by the abolition of slavery itself—that is by doing 
away the market-place for slaves. Can these gentlemen, who 
spoke such a language, falsify their own words? To these remarks I 
may add, that there has existed for several years, a society at Paris 
to promote the abolition of slavery in the French Colonies. 

he next country in point of local situation is Spain. This 
country has by law abolished the slave-trade, but she has not yet 
abolished slavery in her West India possessions. Cuba is the 
richest jewel in the crown of Spain; the treasure which she is fre- 
-quently eeing to the mother country is immense, and it is the 
mistaken fear lest emancipation by producing convulsions should 
diminish her revenue, which deters her from following our example. 
There is yet a hope that she may come into our measures in 
the course of time. There are several individuals both in Cuba 
and Spain itself, some of whom in the latter are members of the 
‘Legislature, who desire such a change. One: of the newspapers at 
Madrid has also lately taken up our cause. It tells the Govern- 
ment boldly, that every Spanish Government since the Congress at 
Vienna has violated her treaties with England, and that Spain is 
bound to fulfil them ; and here it may be observed, that there is yet 
a resource left us. For if our Government were peremptorily to 
insist upon the fulfilment of a treaty made some years ago, Eman- 
cipation in Cuba must follow to such an extent, that perhaps 
two thirds of the present slaves, who amount altogether to six 
hundred thousand, must be set free, and it is obvious that in such 


. ~a case the remaining third could not be kept in bondage. 


Next to Spain is situated Portugal. She also has put an end to 
the slave-trade, but not to slavery. Having lost her dominions in 
Brazil, she has no sugar or cotton plantations on which to employ 
slaves. But she has other possessions in India and Africa; and 
happy am I to say that a law has been lately proposed by a com- 
mission consisting of three peers of that country, which, when 
«carried into effect, gives freedom to the slaves in the former in three 
years; and the commission hopes to see this law extended to the 

atter, so that all the Portuguese dominions in a short time will 
probably be free from the stain of slavery. 

- Holland comes next under our consideration, which has under 
hher dominion about one hundred thousand slaves. She also has 

t an end to the slave-trade, but has not yet extinguished slavery ; 

there are well-founded hopes that this great event will 

brought about at no very distant time. Three years ago the people 
of Holland had not directed their attention to the subject, but hun- 
dreds now think of it, and are anxious for the measure. The most 
enlightened citizens of Rotterdam, the Hague, Utrecht, Leyden, 
Amsterdam, and Groningen consider freedom to be the undoubted 
right of the slave. Two writers have publicly advocated the cause. 
Two anti-slavery societies have been formed, one at Rotterdam, 
the other at the isae : each of these has addressed the King in 
behalf of abolition ; and to this may be added the interesting fact, 
that an individual at Surinam has written to the Governor of that 
colony and to the authorities at home, stating his conviction that the 
abolition of slavery there is urgently required to prevent the utter 
ruin of that colony. , 

Denmark and Sweden come next under our notice. Neither of 
these have any thing to do with the slave-trade. Denmark, indeed, 
abolished the trade many years ago, and before we ourselves had 


done so. But neither of these has yet abolished slavery in their 
colonies. They have, I believe, only been prevented doing this by 
that ill-founded fear of consequences, which has operated upon 
rulers of other nations ; but as the royal families of both kingdoms 
are kindly disposed towards the slaves, and as the Kirig of Denmark 
has made some little regulations in their favour, as if pre ory 
to liberty ; and as the Crown Prince of Sweden is favourable to the 
measure, with many other distinguished persons in that country, I 
cannot but entertain a hope that our wishes will be gratified there ; 
and: particularly as emancipation is going on so successfully in the 
British colonies, which circumstance cannot but have an influence 
in removing their fears. 

From Denmark and Sweden we go to the Mediterranean sea. A 
committee has been established at Malta toworkwith ourown. Through 
the exertion of the British Consul, the Bey of Tunis has abolished 
the slave-trade in his dominions. He has followed up this measure 
by a decree, that all the children of slaves are to be born free. He 
has also stopped all the caravans which were bringing slaves into 
Tunis. It was the custom with the Sheiks in North Africa to make 
war against the people in the negro countries there, for no other 

urpose than that of procuring slaves, which were sent for sale to 
Tunis and other parts. Now.it must be obvious, that as there are 
now no markets for slaves at Tunis, there must be a diminution of 
the slave-trade, so far as relates to those countries from which cap- 
tives used to be sent before. But the committee at Malta are ex- 
tending their views towards Tripoli, and they have been so success- 
ful at Damascus as to have prevailed upon several of the Jews and 
Christians to liberate their slaves there. This fact, though it may 
appear insignificant in itself, may yet be of t consequence, if it 
be viewed in the light of setting an example to others to do the 
same, 

Finally, I turn to the United States, which, although mentioned 
last, I consider in point of importance as standing in the foremost 
rank ; and where, though no decisive step has yet been taken for 
removing the only yoke of bondage from nearly three millions of 
slaves within her dominions, there is a noble and steadily increasing 
number of her citizens indefatigably and resolutely engaged for the 
accomplishment of this great object ; and there are cheering indi- 
cations, that at no distant period their labours will be crowned with 
success. The devotion of our fellow-labourers in this cause in that 
country is proved by the numerous deputations, that at this, as well 
as the former Convention have crossed the Atlantic to render their 
valuable assistance in our deliberations. 

I come now to Russia, which has no colonies of black people, 
whereby to furnish a similar example to those already mentioned. 
But the present emperor of Russia has forbidden the African slave- 
trade to his own subjects, and he has also forbidden the use of his 
flag to foreigners to carry it on. He has therefore done all he 
could, as far as relates to those two evils, of which we complain. _ 
But, alas! his predecessors, the rulers in former ages, have left 
him the mournful legacy of slavery, or serfage, as it is called in his 
dominions. The late emperor, Alexander, with whom I have con- 
versed both in Paris and Aix-la-Chapelle on this subject, had de- 
termined to put down this wicked system as far as he could, and his 
brother Nicholas, the present emperor, seems to have been - 
ing out his wishes in this respect by an Ukase, not long ago, for 
this purpose. The following is the substance of it. It allows 
contracts to be between the seigneurs or the nobility and the 
serfs or slaves. Care, however, is to be taken that the property 
of the former be not endangered by the change, and that this 
change be made without prejudice to the interest of the latter. 
The name of serf is to be changed to that of peasant. It is left, 
however, to the choice of the nobility to make these contracts or 
not. These are the contents of this Ukase, with the exception 
of directions to certain officers to carry it into practice. It is a 
pity that something more coercive on the nobility could not have 
been introduced into it; but when we consider the vast power 
and influence of the Russian nobility, and how ignorant and 
vindictive many of them are, (not hesitating to plot against the 
life of the emperor himself, if he should offend them,) no other 
way than that of voluntary contract probably could have been 
proposed with any chance of success. But will the nobility ac- 
cede to the terms proposed? It is known that many of them 
will, but others will probably refuse to do it, and what then will 
the ultimate result of the Ukase be? I have a hope that as the 
estates cultivated by the peasants will assuredly be much more 
profitable to their owners than those cultivated by the serfs, that 
fevery man being alive to his own interest) the example will be 
ollowed even by those, who at first objected to the measure. This 
measure is a great step in the cause of freedom, as there are 
many millions of serfs in the Russian dominions. 

Such, my friends, has been the wonderful progress of our cause. 
Nine different nations, which include all the European powers 
which have foreign colonies, have abolished the slave-trade ; and 
five, three of which have abolished, or are apparently on the eve 
of abolishing slavery also. What is the lesson which we should 
learn from this state of things? we ought to derive from it en- 
couragement or courage to proceed with fresh vigour in the great 
work to which we have been this day called. My motto has always 
been, ‘‘Go on,” regardless of difficulties. But I think that we 
should derive encouragement from another consideration, for 1 
cannot help thinking that it is within the design of Providence 
that the evil, both of slavery and the slave-trade, should be swept 
from the face of the earth, and that he has been working, and is 





now working to this effect; and that this is to be done by human 
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ony and if so, that we are his instruments. The finger of 
, 1 think, is now visible in the work. How else should it have 
happened that the rulers of so many nations, differing in language, 
customs, modes of thinking, and religion, and in some instances 
hostile to each other, (and one of these potentates a heathen,) 
should have come, all of them, into this same measure; and this 
& Measure, too, apparently, though not really, against their own 
interests. 

I have only now to say, as far as relates to myself, that I rejoice 
at being present at this Convention, were it only for the op- 

rtunity it has afforded me of testifying my love and affection 
‘or this sacred cause; and as for you, my friends, my earnest 
desire is, that God may be present with you in your deliberations, 
and assist them, and bless them, and that you may return home 
in health and safety to your families and friends. 

Feeling that my general career is drawing to an end, it cannot 
but be pleasing to me to have lived to see that our triumph is 
advancing. That work which one of the departing generation 
begun, will be, I trust, accomplished by you of the rising one ; 
for the same Power, which blessed the beginning will not with- 
hold his support from the end; and therefore I now say farewell, 
and in that beautiful word I include my prayer for the blessing 
of God on all that concerns you both ompevily and spiritually. 

J.Scosiz, Esq., Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, on the call of the Chairman, read a paper on the constitution and 
call of the Convention, which will be found in another place, and presented 
the roll of Delegates; after which E. N. Buxton, Esq., moved, and 
the Rev. Amos A. Puetps, of Boston, Mass., second the appointment 
of the following gentlemen, as Vice-Presidents of the Convention :— 
Richard Peek, Esq., of Kingsbridge ; John Wigham, Esq., Edinburgh ; 
D. R. Ross, Esq., M.P., of Belfast; Rev. Joshua Leavitt, of Boston, 
Mass.; John Cropper, Jun., Esq., of Liverpool; Rev. J. H. Johnson, 
A.M., of Tilshead, Wilts; and the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio ; which was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. T. Spencer, of Hinton, Bath, moved, and James Can- 
ninGs FuLueErR, of Skaneateles, New York, seconded the appointment 
of the following gentlemen as secretaries to the Convention :—John 
Scoble, Esq.; Rev. Thomas Scales; William Morgan, Esq.; William 
Ball, Esq. ; and Rev. Amos A. Phelps; which was carried unanimously. 

In moving this resolution, the Rev. T. Spencer observed, that he 
considered the absence of the venerable president was a reason for 
greater exertion and devotion on the part of those present who were of 
the rising generation to supply his loss. It was a wise ordinance of 
Providence that the fathers should perpetuate their principles through 
the medium of their children, as the Israelites of old were directed to 
instruct the children as to the meaning of the ordinances of God, com- 
memorative of their deliverances. These principles were thus to be 
handed down from one to the other, in order to their complete reali- 
zation. The motto of Mr. Clarkson was an excellent one, ‘‘Go on 
regardless of difficulties.” He also had a motto which was ‘‘ Justice 
~ to all,”’ and wherever injustice or oppression prevailed, in what- 
ever form, he felt it his duty to seekits entire overthrow. A question 
which he was in the habit of asking himself, when a measure was 
proposed to him was, whether it was right in the sight of God to un- 
dertake the work, and in the present case he was satisfied that the work 
was a righteous one, for he was very certain that God never intended 
that man should be degraded, as slaves were, to the level of brute beasts. 
Another question he was in the habit of asking was, what are the pro- 
spects of success; and here again, on looking back at the progress of the 
cause in which they were engaged, there was every thing to encourage 
them in the hope of prosecuting it to a triumphant issue. 

Rev. Toomas Scatzs, of Leeds, returned thanks for himself and the 
other Secretaries, for the confidence the Convention had shown in them 
in making this appointment. He expressed for himself and them their 
determination to do their duty, and his extreme delight at meeting so many 
friends who were united together by a common brotherhood ; and con- 
cluded with the confident expression of a hope, that if they were not per- 
mitted to see the consummation for which they longed, their children, to 
whom they would bequeath the cause, would work it out after their 
decease. 

Rev. JoNATHAN Buiancuarp, of Cincinnati, Ohio, in returning 
thanks for the honour done him in appointing him one of the Vice-Pre- 
sidents, said, that one of the chief inducements which had led him, though 
in an ill state of health, to visit this country on this occasion, was the 
hope of seeing their venerable President. Though at a distance of many. 
thousand miles from England, in the land where the evening star sets, 
yet the name of Clarkson was well known there. From his work on the 
Abolition of the Slave-trade he had first learnt to pity the slave, and to 
act wisely and intelligently for his liberation from bondage. He had, in 
imagination, followed Clarkson in his early labours, trials, and difficul- 
ties in this great cause. He had stood with him on the quays of Liver- 
pool, when a hundred sail of vessels were in that port, engaged in the 
traffic of their fellow-men. He had accompanied him from ship to 
ship, until he had found the man who could supply him with the neces- 
sary details of the horrid trade, to lay before the British Legislature, and 
thus to take one of the first important steps towards its abolition. He 
now came to this country that he might gaze upon his venerated form ; 
and he yet hoped that he should be gratified by seeing him amongst them 
before the close of their proceedings. 

Rev. Dr. Rircuiz, of Edinburgh, moved, and the Rev. T. H. Mor- 
GAN, of Stourbridge, seconded the appointment of the following gen- 
tlemen as a Press and Finance Committee:—-John Beaumont, Esq. ; 
Joseph Cooper, Esq.; Henry Tuckett, Esq.; Henry Sterry, Esq. ; 
William Shotwell, Esq., and Rev. James Carlile, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Rev. J. Brrr, of Bristol, moved, that the Address of Thomas Clark- 
son to the Convention be inserted on the minutes. J.C. Futzer, Esq., 
of Skaneateles, New York, seconded the Resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Rev. Henry C. Howexts, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, moved the 





adoption of rules for conducting the business of the Convention; in 
doing which he expressed his firm conviction that the sacred cause in 
which they were engaged would certainly triumph, for it was written 
that the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and then men of every nation, of every clime, ay, 
and of every colour, too, shall rejoice together in the peace and joy of 
the common salvation. ; 

Isaac Crewpson, Esq., of Manchester, seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Witi1amM Morean, Esq., of Birmingham, then, on the call of the 
Chairman, read the following Report of Proceedings, consequent on the 
Anti-Slavery Convention of 1840 :— 


‘‘The idea of holding a Convention of the philanthropists of various 
countries, for the purpose of promoting the universal abolition of er 
and the slave-trade, was a novel and bold one, yet it was happily 
Three hundred and eighty-three delegates responded to the call, besides 
twenty-six admitted visitors who sympathized with the great objects the. 
Convention had in view. There were present at its sittings, which lasted 
ten days, not only the representatives of the anti-slavery bodies of Great. 
Britain and Ireland, but of the United States, France, and the British 
West Indies ; and it may be truly said, that, both with respect to 
objects contemplated, and the influence exerted by the Convention, 
must be regarded as one of the noblest gatherings which the world ever 
witnessed. 

The large amount of valuable information brought under the attention — 
of the Convention, together with a faithful record of its proceedings, has 
been preserved in a volume of six hundred pages, a copy of which has 
been placed in the libraries of all the Universities, Collegiate and Theo- 
logical Institutions of’ this country, besides the general circulation which 
it has had in Great Britain, the United States, and on the continent of 
Europe. It may also be stated, that copies of the volume have been 
placed in the hands of the principal Ministers of State in this country 
and France, and of various royal and other distinguished individuals in 
different parts of the world, and it is hoped not without great advantage 
to the anti-slavery cause. 

Among the papers submitted to the Convention were the following :— 


On the Objects of the Convention, by the Rev. Thomas Scales. 

On Slavery in Cuba, by R. R. Madden, M.D. 

On Slavery in India, by Professor Adam. 

On the Condition of the Free People of Colour in the United States 
of America; reprinted from the U. S. Examiner. 

Report on Free Labour, by John Sturge, Esq. 

The Essential Sinfulness of Slavery, by the Rev. B. Godwin; and on 

The Moral Influence of Slavery, by the Rev. W. Bevan. 

These, printed ina form, have had a wide circulation in almost 
every part of the civilized world ; and are admirably calculated, both by 
the style in which they are written, and the facts which they contain, to 
show the true character of the anti-slavery enterprize, and to awaken the 
deepest interest in behalf of the suffering and oppressed portion of the 
human race. ; 

Besides these admirable and useful pamphlets, the answers to queries 
relative to slavery and the internal slave-trade of the United States, pre- 
pared, with great care and accuracy, by the executive Committee of the 
American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, have been published in a vo- 
lume of 480 pages, and very extensively circulated in this and other 
countries. Copies of this valuable summary have been presented to many 
public institutions, colleges, and libraries ; to missionaries, and to many 
distinguished persons in Europe, America, and the West Indies. 

By the extensive circulation of the information contained in the fore- 
going volumes and pamphlets, light has been diffused ; and, it is believed, 
an interest excited equal to the most sanguine expectations of the friends 
of human freedom. It may not be improper to notice, also, that the 
most important of these works have been favourably received by the lead- 
ing journals and periodicals of this country, and their influence thereby 
still further extended. 

So far the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
have endeavoured to fulfil the wishes of the Convention, in the diffusion 
of knowledge on the subject of slavery and the slave-trade, and the duty . 
of seeking their immediate and entire abolition. 

They would now call attention to another class of labours, devolved on 
them by the last Convention. Among these was one of pre-eminent im- 
portance, namely, the circulation of the resolutions on the duty of 
Christian churches to withhold fellowship from slave-holders. They 
were as follow :— 

‘1, That it is the deliberate and deeply-rooted conviction of this 
Convention, which it thus publicly and solemnly expresses to the world, 
that slavery, in whatever form, or in whatever country it exists, is con- 
trary to the eternal and immutable principles of justice, and the spirit 
and precepts of Christianity; and is, therefore, a sin against God, which 
acquires additional enormity when committed by nations professedly- 
Christian, and in an age when the subject has been so generally discussed, - 
and its criminality so thoroughly exposed. 

‘2, That this Convention cannot but deeply deplore the fact, that 
the continuance and prevalence of slavery are to be attributed in a great 
degree to the countenance afforded by many Christian churches, espe- 
cially in the western world, which have not only withheld that public and 
emphatic testimony against the crime which it deserves, but have retained 
in their communion, without censure, those by whom it is notoriously 
perpetrated. 

‘¢ 3. That this Convention, while it disclaims the intention or desire 
of dictating to Christian communities the terms of their fellowship, re- 
spectfully submits that it is their incumbent duty to from their 
communion all those persons who, after they have been faithfully warned, 
in the spirit of the gospel, continue in the sin of enslaving their fellow- 
creatures, or holding them in slavery—a sin, by the commission of which, 
with whatever mitigating circumstances it may be attended in their own 
particular instance, they give the support of their example to the whole 
system of compulsory servitude, and the unutterable horrors of the - 
slave-trade. r 

‘4, That it be recommended to the Committee of the British and. 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, in the name of this Convention, to furnish 
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copies of the above resolutions to the ecclesiastical authorities of the 
various Christian Churches throughout the world.’’ 

These resolutions, embodying the deliberate and unanimous decision 
of the Convention, have been sent to all the ministers of the different 
denominations and ecclesiastical bodies throughout this country, the 
West Indies, and other British possessions, and 200 written copies, as 
well as a large number of printed ones, were addressed to ecclesiastical 
bodies and ministers of religion in the United States, besides the 
churches of various denominations which sent in their adhesion to these 
resolutions. The Wesleyan Conference, the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, the Baptist Union, the Northern Association of 
Presbyterian Churches, and the Southern Irish Baptist Association, have 
expressed their approbation of the principle laid down therein ; and they 
are happy to find that the example of the British churches and religious 
associations has been followed to a considerable extent by churches and 
ecclesiastical bodies in the United States. This cheering circumstance 
cannot fail to be productive of the most salutary practical results. 


The next duty in importance was the presentation to the heads of Gov- 
ernments of the memorials addressed to them by the Convention. That 
to Mehemet Ali, Pacha of Egypt, was presented to him in person by Dr. 
Madden, accompanied by the British Consul-General, Col. Hodges ; that 
to the President of the United States was transmitted to him; whilst that 
to the crowned heads of Europe was presented to them through the 
medium of their ambassadors resident in this country, with the exception 
of the Emperor of Russia, the Grand Seignor, and the Kings of Holland 
and Hanover, whose ambassadors declined to receive it; and the Kings of 
Belgium, Naples, and Wurtemburg, the Grand Duke of Baden, the Dukes 
of Modena, Parma, Lucca, Hesse Darmstadt, and Hesse Cassel, the 
resident of the Hans Towns and the confederate cantons of Switzerland, 
from a suitable opportunity not having occurred for its presentation. 
Subsequently, however, it was presented to the Kings of Holland and 
Hanover. The deputation appointed by the committee to wait upon 
foreign ambassadors with the address were not received in every case in the 
most courteous manner, but were generally assured of their sympathy 
and co-operation, so far as it was practicable. In addition, the committee 
may observe, that the reception of the address has been specially acknow- 
ledged on behalf of their Majesties the Queens of England and Portugal, 
the King of Prussia, and the Emperor of Austria. Copies of this address 
were also transmitted to the governors of the different slave states of the 
American Union. It appears, however, from the information which has 
been received, that, with one exception, they were treated with scorn and 
contempt—a proof, if others were wanting, of the debasing effects of 
slavery, even in the minds of men elevated to distinguished rank in 


In addition to the address to the crowned heads of Europe, others ad- 
dressed to the French nation, and to the people of Holland and Denmark, 
were disposed of agreeably to the wish of the Convention. 

The two memorials to the Right Honourable Viscount Palmerston— 
the first, on British functionaries residing in foreign states holding or 
hiring slaves ; and the second, requesting the-intercession of her Majesty’s 
Government with the Grand Seignor for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave trade in the Turkish dominions, were in due course forwarded to his 
lordship, who, on their reception, stated that her Majesty’s Government 
concurred in the benevolent views of the General Anti-Slavery Convention, 
as expressed in those papers, and would be glad to assist in carrying those 
views into practice. 

The Committee also placed under the attention of the British Govern- 
ment memorials relative to the secarity of the free people of colour in 
U Canada, the captives of the Amistad, and the liberated Africans 
in' Cuba and Brazil, and are gratified in being able to report not only 
favourably of the manner in which they were received, but also of the 
steps which had been taken to give them full effect. With respect to the 
pe of the Amistad, most of our friends are aware, they have not 

y been acquitted of the charges brought against them, and delivered 
from bondage by the decision of the Supreme Court of Judicature in the 
United States, but through the liberality of American abolitionists have 
been restored to Africa under circumstances highly advantageous to them- 
selves, and calculated to prove beneficial to their countrymen. 

Other points of interest were committed to the care of the Committee, 
all of which have obtained their attention, and although, in reference to 
some of them, the Committee have not been able to accomplish much, 
they hope that the steps they have taken to give full effect to the resolu- 
tions of the Convention, relative thereto, will ultimately be crowned with 
success, . 

The Committee have had great satisfaction in carrying out the views of 
the last Convention, believing them to have been eminently calculated to 
advance the cause of human liberty and happiness; and now present to 
this Convention this brief report, together with the papers which more 
fully illustrate the points to which it refers.’’ 

‘The Rev. Jonn Burnetr moved that the report, with the papers 
accompanying it, be received as part of the proceedings, and made a 
portion of the records of the Convention. He was glad that the report 
had been drawn up and presented to them as the result of the proceed- 
ings of the last Convention, because it gave a continuity to the history 
of the anti-slavery movement. It reminded them that this was not a 
new Convention, but only something like an adjournment of the old 
one; and since the report had been presented, it had occurred to him 
that conventions must go on till the object they had in view was carried, 
(cheers,) and the very details of that report seemed to indicate a con- 
viction in the minds of the previous Convention, and of the Anti-Slavery 
Society, that this must be the case. Let them look back for a moment 
from the point at which they had now arrived. (Hear.) When they 
commenced the struggle, the rude laugh of all was directed against the 
views they entertained on the great subject of emancipation. States- 
men and philosophers, and some who called themselves philanthro- 
pists, thought it a Utopian effort to endeavour to abolish slavery, 

the circumstances of the world, the character of the 
slaves, the interests of commerce, and the combinations of policy. But 
onward the cause went, no one asking for the abolition of slavery itself, 
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seek the abolition of the system itself. This was considered to be still 
higher extravagance; but onward the movement went, and the abolition 
of the system, as far as ourselves were concerned, was effected. Then 
it was expected the evil would subside, and that the question which 
had so long agitated so many associations and occupied the time of so 
many individuals, would be at rest. But no; here they had now 
assembled, in a country that had abolished slavery, assembled with‘ 
as deep an interest in the great question as if slavery had never been 
touched. Now this showed that the first impression produced on the 
minds of sound-thinking philanthropists still continued, increased, 
and deepened, and had connected itself with the feelings and interests of 
the world (cheers), and they (the Convention) were now not merely Britons, 
but cosmopolites, if they might so describe themselves, looking to the 
east and the west, to the north and the south, for misery in order to relieve 
it (cheers) ; and now that a convention, held from time to time, had got 
into a due form of continuing its sittings, the feelings thus created and 
maintained would still continue. They looked now not to a few individuals, 
—they looked now not to the numerous associations,—they looked now 
not to a nation struggling in the cause of humanity,—they looked now 
not to a nation triumphant in that struggle, and having broken the fetters 
of the slave,—but they looked to representatives from all parts of the 
world coming together for the purpose of surveying all the world, and of 
showing how far they could help the men of every clime and every colour 
and every degree of suffering and oppression which involved the slavery 
of their persons. (Cheers.) He then moved the adoption of the report. 

The Rev. Josuca Leavitt, of Boston, U.S., seconded the resolution. 
They had heard that the novelty of abolition had excited surprise and 
called forth ridicule; but of all the men in the world that were inclined 
to cast ridicule on the Convention, he could assure the meeting that the 
slaveholders of his country were not amongst them. (Cheers.) The 
meeting of the Convention had deepened their conviction that the world 
was against them. (Cheers.) Great results had flowed from the exertions 
of the advocates of abolition. Let the Convention look to the shores of 
North Africa, where they saw a Mahomedan prince proclaiming the ces- 
sation of the slave trade. (Cheers.) And mark the principle on which he 
did it—(Hear, hear)—‘‘ For the glory of mankind, and to distinguish 
them from the brute creation.’ (Cheers.) What a noble sentiment! 
(Cheers.) He trusted that this was, as had been observed, but the con- 
tinuance of a series of meetings, which should assemble to the extent of 
two or three more conventions, till slavery should be abolished. (Cheers.) 
Let them not, however, lose sight of the difficulties they had to surmount. 
(Hear.) They had many strongholds of the enemy to carry, and he was 
sorry to say that, as far as human judgment could decide, the strongest 
of them all was in the country of which he was a citizen.(Hear.) He did 
not say this on a London platform without deep emotions. He knew that 
he breathed an atmosphere which a slave could not breathe; but though 
English blood coursed through his veins, and he was in the land of his 
fathers, yet he was a citizen of America, a country which he loved, for 
which his ancestors shed their blood, and for which—not he hoped in the 
bloody field—when duty should call he felt he could freely give his life ; 
but he could not forget that that country was the land of slavery. 
(Cheers.) The destinies of the people of the United States were linked 
in with this question more vitally than those of any other nation. Since 
the period when the former Convention was held, they had succeeded in 
the United States in separating America from slavery. This he con- 
sidered as a most important step, for now many good men, as well as 
many sagacious politicians, direct attention to the evils of the latter, and 
feel that it is the part of true patriotism to do so. That Convention had 
done great things for his country. The resolutions which had been read 
in the report, he meant those with regard to the duties of churches, 
had produced the most happy results—(cheers); and the addresses 
to the leaders of the Governments of the several states, regarded 
though they had been with scorn, were not forgotten. (Loud 
cheers.) He considered the question of slavery as one which more 
than any other threatened the peace of nations. The slaveholders, in 
order to uphold by any foul means their detestable institution, would not 
hesitate to plunge their country into a war. England and France, Eng- 
land and the United States, and the United States and Mexico, had been 
recently nearly embroiled in wars, arising directly or indirectly out of the 
existence of slavery. These were matters connected with it which he thought 
had not been regarded with a due share of attention, and he hoped as time 
rolled on they would be deeply considered by those whose duty it was 
to attend to them, so that the question of slavery should not be allowed 
to force itself into a position to jeopardise the peace of the civilized 
world. (Cheers.) He liked the name of the Convention—a Convention 
for the abolition of slavery and the slave-trade—that was beginning at 
the right end, for so long as slavery existed, so long would there be a 
market for the sale of human beings, ard so long would the trade in 
them continue. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. W. C, PenninGTOoN (of African descent) next addressed the 
Convention. He said the coloured population of the United States were 
not, and never had been, reconciled to slavery, and never could be, unless it 
were possible to divest themselves of humanity. (Cheers.) They believed 
that slavery and every species of oppression was contrary to the genius of 
Christianity ; and the principles which had caused the Convention to 
assemble together were in the heart of every coloured man. Situated as 
they were in a country which had not yet done them equal justice, still they 
were friends of their country, and loved their countrymen, though they were 
not bound to love their faults. They might mourn over those faults, while 
as good citizens they might rejoice in her prosperity and pray for her wel- 
fare. (Cheers.) They had witnessed the assembling of the Convention 
with the greatest possible pleasure, and he was bound to convey to the 
present assembly the good wishes of the coloured population of the 
United States, especially of those who professed faith in Jesus Curis. 
(Cheers. ) 

After a few observations from the CHAIRMAN, upon the satisfactory 
character of the report, it was adopted by the Convention. 

The Convention then adjourned till four o’clock. 
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